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**VAULT TERMINAL DOCUMENT RESEARCH REPORT**

**OPERATION GLADIO: NATO'S SECRET ARMIES**

**INTRODUCTION**

Operation Gladio and similar 'stay-behind' operations represent one of the
most intriguing and controversial facets of Cold War history. Established in
the aftermath of World War II, these clandestine networks were designed to
counter potential Soviet invasions by maintaining resistance forces in
Western Europe. While initially conceived as a defensive measure, the
operations became embroiled in allegations of political manipulation and
violence. This report explores the origins, structure, activities, and
eventual exposure of these secret armies, drawing on declassified documents
and parliamentary investigations to present a comprehensive overview.

**ORIGINS AND ESTABLISHMENT**

Operation Gladio and its counterparts were established in the late 1940s,
during the early years of the Cold War. The primary objective was to create
secret paramilitary networks across Europe that could operate behind enemy
lines in the event of a Soviet occupation. These networks were organized
under the auspices of NATO, with significant involvement from the United
States and the United Kingdom.

- **Date of Establishment**: The exact date varies by country, but many
networks were operational by the early 1950s.
- **Purpose**: To conduct guerrilla warfare, sabotage, and intelligence
operations if the Soviet Union invaded Western Europe.
- **Key Players**: The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the British
Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) played crucial roles in organizing and
funding these networks.

**STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION**

The structure of the 'stay-behind' networks was deliberately
compartmentalized to maintain secrecy. Each country had its own autonomous
organization, often with minimal direct oversight from NATO.

- **Local Cells**: Comprised of civilians with military training, equipped
with hidden caches of arms and communication devices.
- **Coordination**: While nominally under NATO's Supreme Headquarters Allied
Powers Europe (SHAPE), many operations were controlled by national military
and intelligence agencies.
- **Secrecy**: Operations were highly classified, with information
restricted to a few top officials in each country.

**ACTIVITIES AND CONTROVERSIES**

Initially, the networks focused on training and preparation. However, over
time, some operations became involved in domestic political affairs, leading
to significant controversy.

- **Allegations of Political Manipulation**: In Italy, Operation Gladio was
implicated in influencing political outcomes and destabilizing leftist
movements.



- **Links to Terrorism**: The Bologna Massacre of 1980, which killed 85
people, was initially blamed on left-wing extremists but later suggested to
have Gladio connections.
- **Documentation**: In 1990, Italian Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti
publicly acknowledged the existence of Gladio, leading to widespread
investigations.

**COUNTRY-SPECIFIC OPERATIONS**

Although Gladio was most famously associated with Italy, similar operations
existed across Europe. Not all were linked to controversies, but several
have been scrutinized.

1. **Italy**: The most documented and controversial, with Gladio operatives
accused of involvement in false-flag terrorist attacks.

2. **Belgium**: Known as "SDRA8," the Belgian network faced allegations of
involvement in the Brabant massacres of the early 1980s.

3. **Germany**: "Bundesnachrichtendienst" (BND) oversaw the German network,
which was less publicly controversial but still active.

4. **France**: The French network, reportedly known as "Plan Bleu," was one
of the first to be established and closely coordinated with NATO.

5. **Greece**: Operated under the name "LOK" (Lochos Oreinon Katadromon), it
was implicated in the 1967 coup d'état.

**EXPOSURE AND PARLIAMENTARY INVESTIGATIONS**

The exposure of Operation Gladio began in earnest in the late 1980s and
early 1990s, prompted by revelations in Italy and subsequent inquiries
across Europe.

- **Italian Revelations**: In 1990, Giulio Andreotti's admission led to a
parliamentary investigation, which confirmed the existence of Gladio and its
operations.
- **European Parliament**: In 1990, the European Parliament passed a
resolution condemning Gladio operations and called for investigations.
- **Declassified Documents**: Various documents have been declassified over
the years, offering insights into the scale and scope of these networks.

**CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS**

Operation Gladio and its sister operations remain subjects of intense debate
and speculation. While originally intended as a defensive mechanism against
Soviet aggression, their involvement in domestic politics and alleged links
to terrorism have cast a long shadow.

- **Implications for Democracy**: These operations highlight the tension
between security and democratic accountability, raising questions about the
extent of covert operations in democratic societies.
- **Lessons for Today**: The legacy of Gladio underscores the importance of
transparency and oversight in intelligence operations to prevent abuses of
power.

**CLOSING REMARKS**

Operation Gladio and NATO's 'stay-behind' armies represent a complex chapter
of Cold War history, blending legitimate defense concerns with controversial
clandestine activities. As more documents are declassified, further insights
into these operations will undoubtedly emerge, continuing to inform our
understanding of Cold War dynamics and their impact on modern security
practices.
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